Program Description: Hearing screening for newborn infants has become commonplace. The Joint Commission on Infant Hearing (JCIH) in its position statements has created goals and guidelines for managing these children in a timely manner. The early hearing detection and intervention (EHDI) process is designed to maximize linguistic and communicative competence and literacy development for children who are deaf or hard of hearing. Without appropriate opportunities to learn language, these children will fall behind their hearing peers in language, cognition, and social-emotional development. Such delays may result in lower educational and employment levels in adulthood. Early diagnosis and treatment of hearing impaired infants in the first year of life has been shown to avoid the detrimental effects of delayed action. Despite this fact and a high screening rate among programs (>95%), almost half of those infants who do not pass the initial screening fail to have appropriate and timely follow-up including audiological and medical assessment by an individual with training in pediatric hearing disorders. Rather, families are often times reassured or misinformed by well-intentioned professionals about this process and the consequences of delayed intervention. This miniseminar will provide the fundamental framework for obtaining timely and accurate audiological and medical diagnosis and hearing instrument fitting (hearing aids or cochlear implants). Recognized professionals in the field will cover topics such as electrophysiological hearing testing, practical application and results of amplification, medical assessment including radiological and genetic evaluation, and the criteria and results of cochlear implantation. Issues relevant to delayed diagnosis and intervention such as organizational structure, awareness, funding, and necessary political activity will be addressed.
Educational Objectives: 1) Understand the significance of a failure result on the newborn infant hearing screening examination. 2) Learn the fundamental, multidisciplinary evaluation, and management paradigm for infants that fail the newborn screen. 3) Understand the cause and consequences of inappropriate or delayed intervention in hearing impaired children.
Getting Published: How to Write Case Series and Case Reports
Richard M. Rosenfeld, MD, MPH (moderator); Gady Har-El, MD; Eileen Cavanagh, MPS; Courtney Pugh Program Description: This miniseminar, taught by editors, staff, and the publisher of the journal Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, will help attendees maximize their success in getting case reports and case series published. Tips and pointers will be presented on writing and organizing the manuscript, dealing with ethics review and patient privacy concerns, using the right terminology for the right message, and avoiding pitfalls that might delay or prevent manuscript acceptance. The best case reports describe a unique or nearly unique case, an important variation (outlier case), unexpected outcome or adverse event, or unexpected association between diseases or disorders. Manuscripts are most likely to be accepted if they state why the case is worth reading, describe the case and all relevant data, discuss why the case is unique or unexpected, provide alternative explanations for case features, and offer clinical implications. The best case series include a consecutive well-defined sample of subjects, report interventions with enough detail for reproduction, account for all patients initially assessed and enrolled, and provide adequate follow-up with descriptions of dropouts and losses. Manuscripts are most likely to be accepted it they include statistical analysis and reach justifiable conclusions devoid of efficacy claims. The goal of the session is to help attendees publish meaningful and valid research that can help journal readers provide enhanced patient care. Time is allotted at the end of the session for audience questions to the expert panel.
Educational Objectives: 1) Learn strategies to maximize success in publishing case reports and case series. 2) Understand the role of ethics review and informed consent in observational research. 3) Avoid pitfalls that might delay or prevent acceptance of a manuscript for publication.
